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it would be short-sighted of Parliament to underrate the
importance of trying to reach a solution which might carry
with it the willing consent of political India/'

His Excellency concluded his pronouncement with these
words :

" I trust that the action of His Majesty's Government
may . . . enlist the concurrence of all sections of opinion in
India, and . . . break through the webs of mistrust that
have lately clogged the relations between India and Great
Britain."

The reaction of the pronouncement upon the Indian
political situation was what Lord Irwin had expected. The
Viceroy's pronouncement was greeted by all political parties
in India as an effective declaration in satisfaction of their
demands, and inspired the non-co-operating leaders to issue
the following statement:

" We have read with careful consideration the Viceroyal
pronouncement on the question of India's future status
among the nations of the world. We appreciate the
sincerity underlying the declaration, as also the desire of
the British Government to placate Indian opinion. We
hope to be able to tender our co-operation with His Majesty's
Government in their effort to evolve a scheme for a Dominion
Constitution suitable to India's needs, but deem it necessary
that certain acts should be done, and certain points cleared
up, so as to inspire trust and ensure the co-operation of the
principal organizations of the country.

" We consider it vital for the success of the proposed
Conference that, first, a policy of general conciliation should
be definitely adopted to induce a calmer atmosphere:
secondly, that political prisoners should be granted a general
amnesty; and, thirdly* that the representation of the
progressive political organizations should be effectively
secured, and that the National Congress, as the largest
among them, should have predominant representation.

(( Some doubt has been expressed about the interpretation
of the paragraph in the statement made by the Viceroy
on behalf of His Majesty's Government regarding Dominion